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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1 Background 
Located within Mosier, Oregon, the Mosier Pioneer Cemetery (MPC) was established by the town founder Jonah 

Mosier after his wife Jane died in 1865.  Although originally a family burial ground on the Mosier donation land 

claim, the Cemetery also holds the remains of some of the earliest townspeople who worked and lived in the small 
Gorge community.  The cemetery was donated to the City of Mosier in 1929.  The City currently owns and manages 

the MPC.   

 

1.2 Plan Overview 
The Mosier Pioneer Cemetery Preservation Master Plan (Plan) includes an investigation and assessment of the 

cemetery’s history and significance, operations and maintenance practices, site and landscape characteristics, and 

cemetery objects.  The background research and analysis provided the basis for development of the treatment 
recommendations and management strategies in this Plan.  These recommendations and strategies guide the City of 

Mosier, the Mosier Cemetery Advisory Committee (MPC Committee), specialists, maintenance personnel, and 

friends’ organizations in the preservation, conservation, management, and interpretation of the Cemetery.  The Plan 

is meant to be a flexible document that changes according to new information or management needs.   

 

1.3 Purpose 
The purpose of the Plan is to provide guidance in the preservation, interpretation, maintenance, use, enhancement, 

and expansion of the MPC and native/natural landscape while maintaining and respecting its historic character as a 

small historic family cemetery with strong associations with the history of Mosier.    

 

1.4 Vision Statement 
Mosier Pioneer Cemetery is an historic pioneer cemetery.  It is the policy of the City of Mosier to reopen Mosier 

Pioneer Cemetery for new cremain interments while maintaining the historic and environmental character currently 
established.  Changes to the cemetery beyond the impact of permitted monuments shall minimally impact the current 

landscape, native vegetation, historic gravemarkers, and visual essence of the cemetery. 
 

1.5 Goals  
 

! Understand the historic development and evolution of the MPC 

! Assess the development and current conditions of the landscape and cemetery objects 

! Document the character-defining features 

! Identify historic research, preservation/conservation, and management needs 

!  To enhance the existing ecological function of the cemetery as an open space and a sanctuary for native plants 

and animal life. 

! Recommend and prioritize preservation, conservation, and management projects 

! Establish areas for new cremain burials that are compatible to the historic character and MPC’s natural landscape 

! Assure the long-term preservation of the MPC by establishing sustainable funding sources  
! Manage the Cemetery in accordance with the City of Mosier’s ordinances.  
 

1.6  Significance of the Cemetery 
The MPC is historically significant on a local level for its association with the founders of Mosier, the Jane and 

Jonah Mosier family.  Many of the family members and close friends are interred in the MPC, and represent some of 

the earliest Euro-American burials in the Mosier area.  The first known burial (1865) was that of Jane Mosier, the 

wife of Jonah Mosier who established the original donation land claim in the area.  Although not listed on the 

National Register or the Oregon State Historic Preservation Office statewide historic inventory, the MPC is 

recognized and registered by the Oregon Commission on Historic Cemeteries as a historic cemetery.  The historic 

period of significance is from 1865 to 1901.  The beginning date signifies the first known burial and the end date 

corresponds to the last recorded historic burial.   

 
Since the MPC is a historic cemetery, the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic 

Properties provides an overall historic preservation approach to the management of the cemetery and its objects. 

Based on the management and interpretation objectives, historical significance, integrity, and condition of objects 

and features, the treatment strategy of Rehabilitation is recommended for an approach to future work in the MPC 

and should be used to guide future projects.    The following page outlines the Rehabilitation standards.   
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1.7  Secretary of Interior’s Standard for Rehabilitation 
 

1.  A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use that requires minimal change to its 

distinctive materials, features, spaces, and spatial relationships. 
 

2.  The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of distinctive materials or 

alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize a property will be avoided. 
 

3.  Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. Changes that create a false 
sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or elements from other historic 

properties, will not be undertaken. 
 

4.  Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in their own right will be retained and 

preserved. 
 

5.  Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that 

characterize a property will be preserved. 
 

6.  Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of deterioration 

requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match the old in design, color, texture, and, 

where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features will be substantiated by documentary and 

physical evidence. 
 

7.  Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the gentlest means possible. 
Treatments that cause damage to historic materials will not be used. 

 

8.  Archeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If such resources must be disturbed, 

mitigation measures will be undertaken. 
 

9.  New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials, features, 

and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work will be differentiated from the old and 

will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the 

integrity of the property and its environment. 
 

10.  New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a manner that, if removed 

in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment would be 

unimpaired. 
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2.0 HISTORIC CONTEXT 
 

2.1 Brief History of Mosier 
 

Jonah H. and Jane Mosier settled on Donation Land Claim No. 37 (DLC Claim #8061) in Wasco County near the 

confluence of the Columbia River and present-day Mosier Creek in 1854.  This DLC would later become the town of 

Mosier.  Jonah H. Mosier was born March 10, 1821 in Pennsylvania, and moved to Missouri in 1839, learning the 

cabinet making trade.  In 1849, Mosier traveled to California for a short period of time during the gold rush, only to 

return to the east coast shortly afterwards.  Jonah and his wife, Jane Rollins, then moved to The Dalles in the Oregon 
Territory in the fall of 1853 with their children.  Mosier soon started working as a contractor, and constructed many 

of the wood commercial buildings in downtown The Dalles.  After exhausting much of the local supply of wood, 

Mosier recognized another opportunity and established a Donation Land Claim of 258.90 acres 12 miles west of The 

Dalles at the confluence of the Columbia River and present-day Mosier Creek.  He built a series of sawmills with 

partners near the Mosier Creek Falls to supply The Dalles with needed lumber.  A boat landing was also established 

by Mosier to facilitate shipping to markets in The Dalles and other locations.  The first Wasco County Courthouse 

was said to have been one of the buildings constructed from the lumber from Mosier’s sawmill.  After losing his third 

and last sawmill to flooding, Mosier pursued the cattle business, raising and selling cattle to miners during the early 

1860s when gold was discovered in Eastern Oregon, Idaho, and 

Montana.   

Jonah and Jane lived in their Mosier home (later known as the 
Mosier Inn that catered to visitors) with their seven children: 

Sarah Alice, Emily Ann, Mary S., Josephine, Benjamin 

Franklin, Jefferson (born 28 September 1860), and Lydia.  In 

1865, while Jonah was in Idaho, Jane Mosier became sick, and 

died shortly after Jonah was called home.  Jane is thought to be 

the earliest burial in the MPC that was established on the 

eastern part of the couple’s DLC on a knoll overlooking Mosier 

Creek.  According to their son, Jefferson N., the eastern part of 

the couple’s DLC was Jane’s and the western part was Jonah’s.    

In 1866, while on a business trip in the Willamette Valley, 

Jonah married Martha Howard Lewis, a widower, with three 

children of her own, James, Emma, and Ida.  Jonah and Martha 
had two more children, Effie Jane and Dolly, for a total of 12 

children.  Jonah was a good businessperson and active in civic 

affairs.  He served in the 1878 state legislature, and was a 

successful farmer and stock raiser.  The transcontinental 

railroad through the Columbia Gorge reached Mosier in 1882, 

opening up the community to more settlement and trade.   John 

Lynch was the first station agent and telegraph operator.  He 

later operated a general store near the tracks.   By 1891, the 

population of Mosier was about 100 residents.   

Founder Jonah Mosier died in September 6, 1894, and was buried in the MPC along side of this first wife Jane 

Rollins and son, Benjamin.  Just months before his death, Jonah and Martha deeded the west half of the Mosier DLC 
to his surviving children; Jefferson N. Mosier, Lydia Mosier, Sarah A. Faucetti and Mary Adams.  The couple then 

deeded the east half of the DLC and other acquired land to Jefferson N. Mosier.  Jonah and Martha had accumulated 

over 1,000 acres of farmland, which was deeded to their family to cultivate and develop.  After Jonah’s death, 

Jefferson bought interests of his siblings and later platted the town of Mosier.  

By this time, another cemetery had been established in Mosier along State Road originally called the Oak Grove 

Cemetery.  On February 13, 1896, early settler Larkin Lamb officially deeded the Oak Grove Cemetery to trustees 

Amos Root, J.P. Carroll, George Sellinger. Michael Dichtenmuller and Larkin Lamb.  Although many Mosier 

families buried their love ones in the new state road cemetery, the daughter of Martha Mosier buried her mother in 

the IOOF Cemetery in The Dalles, Oregon after her death on September 25, 1903.  On December 1, 1906, the Oak 

Grove Cemetery was deeded to the trustees of the Mosier IOOF Beacon Lodge No. 182 (deeded to the City in 1967).     

1863 General land survey maps of Mosier  

donation land claim. 



Section 2: Historic Context 
 

Mosier Pioneer Cemetery Master Plan, March 2011  4 

Although plans for a town site were started earlier, an official plat was not filed until after 

Martha Mosier’s death in 1903.  Jefferson Newton Mosier hired a surveyor to finalize the 

town plat.  Jefferson promoted the productive fruit growing area, sold new lots in the town, 

started the water works, published the first town newspaper, the Mosier Bulletin, and 

organized and was first president of the Mosier Valley Bank; his biography was included in 

the 1922 and 1926 issues of “Who’s Who in Finance and Banking.”  He was also active in the 

civic, fraternal and social organizations, and built one of the most prominent Victorian homes 

in Mosier above the State Road (currently listed in the National Register of Historic Places).   

Mosier became best known as an apple, cherry and prunes producing area.  By 1914, when the 

town was incorporated, the population was 500.  The Columbia River Highway was completed 

through Mosier the same year, which increased tourism and travel through the area.  The town continued to prosper 
until 1919 when a fire destroyed one-half of the downtown.  The business of the town never fully recovered.  By 

1921, the population had dwindled to 250 despite the productive farmlands surrounding the small community.  

Jefferson N. Mosier divorced his wife, Mary Sivener Mosier, in 1916.  He continued his involvement with the 

community until his death in 1928.  He left his second wife Mary Elizabeth Mahadyk Mosier and a young daughter, 

Jane (Mosier Lynch).   Jefferson N. Mosier is buried in the Mosier IOOF Cemetery on State Road next to his son, 

Jefferson Newton Mosier, Jr. who died when he was five years old.   

2.2 Mosier Pioneer Cemetery 
Most likely, the MPC began as a family cemetery after Jane Mosier died in 1865.  Despite its beginnings, the MPC 

became the burial ground for friends and relatives of the Mosiers such as the Dunsmores*, Huskeys, Prathers, 

Reynolds, Phillips, and Evans families.  The last known burial that occurred in the cemetery historically was the 

granddaughter of the Mosiers, Mildred Phillips, who died in December 1901 (see Appendix B for list of burials).  

After the Mosier Independent Order of Odd Fellow (IOOF) cemetery was established in 1882 on State Road, many of 

the early Mosier settlers were buried at the “new” cemetery.  This cemetery was founded by the Mosier IOOF Lodge 

to serve the growing community of Mosier.    
 

Although little is known about the physical development of the MPC, it appears that early wagon roads to the 

cemetery may have extended north from the State Road and south from the original wagon road to The Dalles.  Early 

survey maps from 1859-60, show Mosier’s DLC but do not denote the cemetery because the map predates the first 

known burial.  The cemetery was built on the eastern side of the DLC on a hillside overlooking Mosier Creek and the 

Mosier family land (Appendix C).  This location would 

have been an appropriate place for a cemetery with its 

vistas above the river and creek, where there was no 

chance of flooding.  Additional research in the deeds will 
most likely uncover some information about the 

cemetery, especially when the cemetery was transferred 

from the Mosier family in the early 1900s, and the East 

Mosier Plat was filed in 1913.  This map delineates the 

cemetery boundary at the southwest of East Mosier.  The 

plat map shows East Mosier lots with a railroad right-of-

way wrapping around the bluff and subdivision 

(Appendix C).  This right-of-way may account for the 

triangular piece of land being taken out of the southwest 

corner of the cemetery.  This railroad was never built.   
 

Although inconclusive, the road to the cemetery post-

1900 may have been located on the south side of the 

Columbia River Highway, east of the Mosier Bridge or 

accessed from East 2nd Street (Kingdom Avenue on 1913 

plat) and High Street (Appendix C).  Unfortunately, 
early aerial photographs do not show much information 

about the site.  Faint lines indicate possible roads or 

fences around the cemetery (Appendix D). The hilltop 

overlooking Mosier was coined “Graveyard Hill” by 

many Mosier residents.   
 

 Jefferson N. Mosier 

1913 Plat Map of East Mosier showing location of cemetery. 



Section 2: Historic Context 
 

Mosier Pioneer Cemetery Master Plan, March 2011  5 

Jefferson Newton Mosier, the only surviving son of Jane Rollins Mosier, died in 1928 (maybe the reason the property 

was sold in a sheriff’s sale).  On June 25, 1929, Oscar E. and Sophia Wilson of Mosier deeded Block 1, and Lots 1 

and 2 in Block 3 in the Mosier East Addition and the MPC to the City of Mosier for $10.  The same year, an article in 

The Dalles paper entitled “Toward Indians” Talks about Mosier’s History.  Oliver Wilder, a Mosier student, wrote 

this article.  At the end of the article he lists all the known burials with headstones in the MPC.  This is perhaps the 

best MPC burial list in the archival record.   

 

Other burial lists of the cemetery were compiled in 1965 and 1967 (see composite list on following page)(Appendix 

X).   By this time, Willis Gholston took care of the Mosier and IOOF cemeteries for the City.  He also served as the 

postmaster for the town from 1948 to 1978.  Volunteers constructed a split rail fence around the cemetery in the 

1960s as a way to protect and delineate the site.  This fence has been removed.   
 

Since the 1970s, professionals and volunteers have surveyed the cemetery creating maps for different purposes.  

Terra Surveying completed the most recent professional survey in 2010.  The map included locating and restaking the 

cemetery boundary, recording the cemetery objects, and noting the major landscape features (Appendix or Figure E).  

This map has been used for various work projects since its completion.   
 

Currently, there are five upright monuments, two broken tablet markers, and several smaller footstones still on site 

that date from the period of significance.  The first non-historic cremain burial occurred in 2004 after the cemetery 

was opened for cremain burials.   The cemetery is one of the most tangible links to the history of Mosier, telling the 
story of its founders and early settlers.    
 

Note:  *Dinsmore is the family name listed on the 1880 Census, Densmore is the spelling on early maps,  There is also a 

Dunsmore family that were early settlers in Mosier. 

 

2.3 Mosier Pioneer Cemetery Burial List 
 

Burial List 

Davensport, Louis Moved to City Cemetery in 1901-02; Frank and Louie Davenport may also have been 

moved to City Cemetery 

Dunsmore, Willie  Died on May 21, 1892 (fell from a tree and broke neck) Buried in wire fenced area, 14-15 
years old at the time of his death (he was three in the 1880 census).  Parents were Robert 

and Barbara Dinsmore (by 1900, the name was Dunsmore) 

Evans, George Died October 23,1888, age 25.  Died from a falling tree limb 

Harlan, Baby Ed Ginger’s mother’s grandchild by marriage? 

Huskey, Albert* Born in Sevier, Tennessee in 1832 and died June 18, 1890.  Married to Matilda Jane Webb 

in January 1842 and had three children; George W., John Wesley, and Joseph Russell. 
Great nephew of Mariah Edith (Prather) Judy.   

Johnson, Axel William Born on Nov. 2, 1896 and died Feb. 21, 1897.  Moved to the Mosier IOOF Cemetery.   

Judy, Edith Prather* Born 1869 in Trenton, Grundy County, Missouri, and died on March 18, 1896, 27 years. 

Daughter of Reece and Harriett J (Hall) Prather.   

Mosier, Benjamin F.* Born in 1858 and died Aug. 3, 1879, 20 years, 9 months, 19 days 

Mosier, Jane Rollins* Born on Feb. 14, 1824 in Bourbon County, Kentucky to Lee and Susan Penn Rollins.  She 

died  August 28, 1865, 41 years, 6 months, 14 days.   Jane’s mother, Mary Elizabeth 

Mahadyk is buried in Tower, Minnesota with her parents and siblings.   

Mosier, Jonah H.*  Born on March 10, 1821 and died Sept. 6, 1894, 73 years, 6 months, 26 days.  First settler 

in Mosier on DLC.  Started the cemetery most-likely after his wife died in 1865.  

Phillips, Mildred*  Born on January 21, 1894 and died Dec. 11, 1901.  Daughter of Effie Mosier and E.H. 
Phillips 

Prather, Myra* Born 1809 and died on Feb. 5, 1899, 90 years 

Peterson Boy   Cited as buried near Dawson Reynolds’ grave 

Reynolds, Dawson L.*    Born in 1830 in Virginia and died Sept. 4, 1873, age 43 years, 3 months.  Said to have 

built the Jonah Mosier home.  He was farming in The Dalles in 1870 with his wife, Eliza 

Eunice Atkins (Pentland) and two daughters Florence and Edith. A newspaper article 
states that he was very ill and not expected to live.  Left a wife and three children.   
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Burial List (continued) 

 

Sivener, Mary? In 1889, Jefferson N. Mosier’s first wife was Mary A. Sivener; her parents were John (a 

carpenter) and Mary of Portland.   Mary was living in Portland in the 1900 census.  

Possibly Mary Sivener, the mother of Mary Sivener Mosier. 

Swasey, Eddie Evans Died 1898  (or Mr. George Swasey died January 4, 1891 – maybe Darrell Evan’s father) 

 

* Denotes gravemarker still exists in MPC  
 

Notes:  In 1929, there was evidence of other graves besides the 14 listed.  Three plots fenced, another fenced area no 

stones, & one grave with base but no marker.   
 

In the 1928 edition of the “History of the Columbia River Valley” Jefferson Mosier states that the family’s school 

teacher, George James Ryan, is buried on the “old home place.”  Ryan may be buried in the MPC.  Born circa 1805, 

Ryan began teaching the Mosier children in 1864.  He is listed in the 1870 census with the Mosier family. He died in 

1873.      
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3.0 SITE ASSESSMENT & EVALUATION 
This section provides an overall assessment of the Cemetery, its uses, archival records, site layout and amenities, 

cemetery objects, landscape features, and maintenance issues.  These observations and assessments are based on 

an analysis by the Mosier Pioneer Cemetery Committee (Committee) and provide the background for the 

Recommendations in Section 4.   
 

3.1 Present Operations 
 

City of Mosier:  Deeded to the City in 1929, the City of Mosier is the legal guardian of the Cemetery.   Over the 

years, various community members have cared for the MPC with the guidance of the City.   In 2009, an 

ordinance entitled “Chapter 11.04, Municipal Cemeteries” was adopted that outlined policies, lot sales and 

services, rules and regulations, and liability issues for both the MPC and the State Road IOOF Cemetery.  The 

ordinance also created a position of Cemetery Superintendent.  
 

Funding:  Current funding for the Cemetery is minimal.  The 

City pays for limited maintenance (mowing and weed whipping) 

and special projects on an as-need basis such as the land survey 

and planning document.  The City currently budgets $300 

annually for maintenance of the two cemeteries, which is allotted 

on an hourly basis.  Donations by groups and individuals have 

also help fund special projects.   
 

Consultants and Contractors:  Outside experts have volunteered 

and been hired to complete various specialized projects in the 

MPC such as land surveys, gravemarker restoration, specialized 

maintenance issues, and landscape restoration.   
 

Volunteers: Volunteers from community organizations, Mosier Community School, SOLV (cemetery and park 

cleanup workday), colleges, genealogical societies, local groups, and interested individuals have helped with 

special projects such as documentation and cleanup of the MPC.  
 

3.2 Current Functions and Uses 
  

Open Space and Outdoor Museum.  The MPC, an open space 

and outdoor museum, is a valuable tool in researching the area’s 

history, family genealogy, burial trends, and gravemarker types.   

The site attracts people who visit the surrounding park or 

specifically come to see the historic cemetery.  School children 

(particularly from the Mosier Community School) also visit the 
cemetery to learn about the area’s history.  
 

Wildlife Habitat.  The MPC is a natural habitat for different 

wildlife including nesting birds, reptiles, small, and occasionally 

large, mammals.  The tree snags and cavities, and rock outcrops 

are natural nesting areas, resting, and food sources for many bird 

species.  This natural habitat landscape is a character-defining 

feature of the cemetery.    
 

Burial Ground.  The MPC was closed to burials from 1901 to 

2004 when the City Council allowed a cremain burial to take place in the MPC.  Although the cemetery is open 

for burials, the MPC Committee (created in 2010) requested that any new cremain burials be delayed pending 

completion of the master plan, which will provide guidelines for burial location and gravemakers.   
 

Mosier Pocket Park and Mosier Falls.  The Pocket Park, Mosier's first City park, was created in 2000 with help 

from an Oregon Parks and Recreation Department grant and the donations and volunteer labor of 74 Mosier 

residents and friends of Mosier. The park property includes 13.9 acres of signature landscapes, vital habitat, 

Mosier Creek waterfront, and the majestic Mosier Creek Falls.  The falls area is the site of Jonah Mosier's 
sawmill, and local children for many generations have enjoyed swimming in “The Pocket.”  When this plateau 

and waterfall were finally protected for future generations by the park designation, the children of the Mosier 

Community School decided the official name would be the Pocket Park.  The cemetery northwest of the falls 

adjacent to the Pocket Park.   

Mosier Community School students helping clean 
gravemarkers using proper cleaning techniques. 

MPC is a burial ground, open space, outdoor 
museum, and wildlife habitat. 
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3.3 Archival Record & Site Surveys 
 

Archival Record.  Several burial lists have been compiled over the years including the most recent survey and 

inventory completed in 2010 by Terra Surveyors, members of the MPC Committee, and the Mt. Hood 

Community College students.  Previous burial lists were compiled by Anita Drake in 1965 for the Wasco County 

Cemetery project, Beverly Hewitt in 1967 summarizing information from Rozella Davidheiser and caretaker 

Willis Gholston and (9/20/67), and by the Elizabeth Daniel and Jim Deaton in 1998 when the couple mapped the 

cemetery (Appendix E).     
 

To date, there has not been extensive genealogical research completed on each of the people buried at the MPC, 

although some of the earlier lists give brief genealogical information on the person interred.  There has also been 

articles and histories written on the Mosier family and town that include information on the people interred at the 

MPC.   Various genealogical sites also have information about the MPC or specific burials on websites such as 

Find a Grave <http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gsr&GScid=39160>.   Susan Buce took over 

180 photographs of the MPC in May 2010, these photographs are posted on the web and is an good resource 

showing the restoration of some of the gravemarkers.   

<www.historicthedalles.org/images/gallery/mosiercemetery/pages/05-23-10%20219.htm> 

 

An excellent source for archival information is the MPC website.  Created for the City, the website includes 
genealogical information, maps, deeds, events, surveys, meeting agendas and minutes, project summaries, 

ordinances, photos, and newspaper articles about the MPC.  The site is a good way to maintain archival 

information.  Hard copies of this information are also in the archives of the MPC Committee and City. 
 

Site Surveys.  The East Mosier Plat was filed in 1913 and showed the boundaries of the cemetery.  Since that 

time, there has been numerous peripheral surveys were conducted in that plat as the lots were developed.  The 

cemetery is noted on the original East Mosier Plat.  Tenneson Engineering Corp. surveyed a parcel of land 

adjacent to the MPC, the cemetery was noted on this survey.  In November 1989, surveyor C. Dennis Kramer 

mapped some of the adjacent land in the East Mosier Addition and in 1994 added the corners of the MPC onto 

this survey.  

 

There have been two other surveys of the MPC that documented the boundaries of the plat, the cemetery objects, 
and landscape features.  One completed in 1998 for Elizabeth Daniel and Jim Deaton, and a professional survey 

completed in August 2010 by Terra Surveying.  These maps serve as the base maps for other studies and are 

important to the accurate documentation of the site, maintaining records, and for future burial locations.    Other 

studies have included a 2010 plant inventory by Barbara Robinson and Susan Gabay and wildlife report by 

William Weiler (Appendix F).   

 

3.4 Cemetery Plat and Layout 
Located on a bluff overlooking the town of Mosier to the west, the MPC is southwest of Lot 1 in Block 3 of the 

East Addition of Mosier (platted in 1913) and is designated as a cemetery.  Vacated High Street borders the 

cemetery on the north and Mosier Pocket Park borders the property on the west, south and east.  The parcel was 

originally part of Jonah H. Mosier’s Donation Land Claim.  The cemetery has no vehicular access.     

 

The MPC encompasses a little over a quarter of an acre (11,066 square feet) including one-half of vacated High 

Street along the north border (25’x 93’ parcel).   The rectangular parcel has a triangular section carved out of the 

southwest corner.  This small triangular parcel may have been excluded from the cemetery boundary when East 

Mosier was platted in 1913 because of a planned railroad right-of-way along the edge of the bluff (Appendix C).   

 

In 1998, in an effort to encompass some of the possible early burials, Jim Deaton requested at a May 6, 1998 
City Council meeting that the west boundary of the cemetery be extended 12 feet.  This area could also be used 

for future burials.  The proposed 12’ extension and work plan were accepted by the City Council.  This extension 

was never formally surveyed and recorded. 



Section 3: Site Assessment & Evaluation 
 

Mosier Pioneer Cemetery Master Plan, March 2011  9 

Survey Map completed August 19, 2010 documenting markers, boundary, and landscape features.   Terra Surveying, Hood River, Oregon. 
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3.5  Entrance Paths 
Three entrance paths access to the landlocked MPC.  The most visible path is marked by a sign and arrow carved 

on the back of a wood bench that states “Mosier Pioneer Cemetery” near the east end of the Mosier Bridge along 

the historic Columbia River Highway (U.S. Highway 30).   A steep path leads up to the MPC and the pocket 

park.  Volunteers built the trail in 1998.  Another path is at the west end of East 2nd Avenue near the senior 

apartment complex.  This path connects to the trail from the historic highway.  Other visitors hike from the 
Mosier Creek Falls adjacent to State Road and follow the path through the Mosier Pocket Park to the MPC.   

 

3.6  Perimeter Fencing and Gates  
Photographs from the 1960s indicate that a wood rail fence once surrounded the MPC.  A community service 

group built the fence at that time.  Remnants of this fence are still evident.  Although there is no historic 

evidence that a fence originally surrounded the Cemetery during the historic period of significance (pre-1929), 

there may have been a fence surrounding the perimeter.    

 

3.7 Site Amenities 
 

Benches: A volunteer, Jim Deaton, built the four benches in the cemetery and park in 1998.  Three benches are 

in the pocket park (one at the north edge of the cemetery) and one bench at the trailhead east of the Mosier Creek 

Bridge on Highway 30.  Two benches have “Mosier Pioneer Cemetery” 

carved on the upright wooden seat back.  
 

Water and Restrooms.  The nearest potable water source and restrooms 

are at the Mosier Creek Terrace but are not for public use unless 
arrangements are made with the manager of Mosier Creek Terrace. 

 
Parking. Parking for the site includes downtown City of Mosier parking 

and limited parking on East 2nd Ave.  Parking in the Mosier Creek 

Terrace is available only by arrangement with the manager. 

on East 2nd Avenue.   
 

Other Site Amenities.  No trash receptacles or electricity are on site.  

 

3.8 Signage and Site Interpretation 
The bench at the north trailhead directly east of the Mosier Bridge on the Columbia River Highway has a 

directional arrow on the back of the bench pointing to the cemetery.  No interpretive signs describe the cemetery. 

 

3.9 Plot or Block Fences or Curbs 
Only the Dunsmore family plot has a wire-looped fence, without a gate, around the graves (no gravemarkers 

intact). Historic evidence suggests that fences once delineated some of the family blocks, but have been removed 

over the years.  On-site evidence also suggests that some of the plots may have had curbing around the grave or 

family block; three basalt corner stones are found below the surface around the Prathar graves.  Individual fences 

and curbing around family blocks were common to cemeteries of this period.   

 

3.10 Gravemarkers 
 

Types.  The MPC has gravemarkers that date from the Victorian and post-Victorian periods, and exhibit the 

styles of the era by their shape and carving, and often convey the family relationships of the individual on the 

community.   The majority of the gravemarkers were made of marble and composed of a base (usually basalt), 

plinth, and shaft.  The shaft generally has decorative designs that symbolize aspects of death and life.  Symbols 

found on the stones include gates of heaven, wheat, ferns, crown, flowers, and a carved open book.  The George 

Evans stone is a smaller and shaped like a heart.  The oldest gravemarkers are thin tablet markers that are slabs 

of marble with rounded tops.  The two tablets in the cemetery, besides footstones, are Jane Mosier and Dawson 

Reynold’s stones.   
 

Condition. Almost all the gravemarkers show some type of weathering due to the age of the marble. Most of the 

marble markers have a sugared surface; the original polished surface has broken down, exposing a softer, grainy 

surface.  Some of the stones have biological growth over the surface, chipped or missing pieces, or hairline 

cracks in the marble.  Others were leaning.   
 

Bench in the cemetery are used 
 by visitors. 
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Previous Repairs.  In May 2010, repair and restoration work was completed on a majority of the gravemarkers.  

Most of the gravemarkers were loose from their bases or plinths, or lying on the ground.  Many of the 

gravemarkers loose at the plinth or base were safety hazards to visitors; these were restored and stabilized in 

2010. Each stone was documented prior to and after restoration.     
 

A few of the older tablet gravemarkers were not restored 

because they are broken in pieces and lying on the ground.  

These include the smaller footstones.  These are susceptible to 

theft, further deterioration, breakage, or unintended damage by 

visitors until restoration is completed.  
 

3.11 Unmarked Graves 
Historic information indicates there were more burials than 

what is currently indicated by gravemarkers on site.  This is 

substantiated in the 1929 article, 1960s burial lists, and other 

local histories.  In an effort to find unmarked graves, an 
archaeology class from Mt. Hood Community College 

gathered historic information and conducted an on-site surface 

survey of the cemetery in 2010.  The results were compiled in 

a report at the end of the project.  The class surveyed the 

southern portion of the cemetery where there are few above 

ground cemetery objects.   Footstones and bases were 

uncovered but no new gravemarkers.  The footstones had 

initials matching known graves of the Mosier family.  These 

features were added to the 2010 Survey Map (Appendix E).    
 

On November 13, 2010, Energy Shifters of Portland, Oregon 

conducted a dowsing project at the MPC.  This included 

gridding the cemetery and locating graves based on the use of 

divining and pendulums.  The dowsing rods and other 

techniques detected approximately 36 additional burials.  

These were mapped and notations were made as to the age and 
sex of interred (Appendix E).  In March 2011, local 

archaeologists volunteered to conduct some test soil probes to 

in effort to locate unmarked graves.   This was inconclusive 

because of the soft soil.   
 

3.12 Landscape and Maintenance 
 

Landscape: The MPC has scattered Oregon white oak and ponderosa pine, especially 

around the perimeter of the site.  The canopy cover is light, less than thirty percent.  

Significant landscape features include the mature white oaks, rock outcrops, and 
native wildflowers.  Although not in the boundary of the cemetery, Mosier Creek and 

the falls are significance landscape features in the context of the site.  Plants consist of 

both native and introduced species, of which, some are invasive, and others 

considered “heritage” as likely planted by early pioneers.   

 

Some significant native plants within the cemetery boundary and the immediate periphery include Lomatium 

Columbianum, Brodiaea howellii, Brodiaea congesta, Balsamorhiza sagittata, Purshia tridentate, Draba Verna, 

Amelancier Anatolia, Achillea mille folium, Eriogonum elatum, and Berberis aquifolium. Heritage plants are 

Lilac, Periwinkle (Vinca major), Batchelor Button (Centaurea cyanus) and Iris.  The most critical invasives are 

Poison Oak and Cereal Rye Grass.  

 

Maintenance:  Maintenance of the cemetery is dependent on the City maintenance person and volunteers.  Most 
of the maintenance issues in the cemetery include weed whipping paths and areas around the gravemarkers, 

managing overgrown vegetation, trimming trees, removing invasive plants (poison oak and cereal rye grass) and 

controlling excessive spread of vinca and lilac.  For a more complete, though ongoing, plant inventory list,  a list 

of suggested plants to encourage, and a plant control task calendar , see Appendix F. 

Restoration workshop, spring 2010.  Repair 

completed on several stones in cemetery.  Jane 

Rollins Mosier’s gravemarker awaiting repair.  Jane 

was thought to have been the first person buried in 
the cemetery in 1865. 

One of many wildflowers 

in the cemetery. 
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4.0   RECOMMENDATION 
The recommendations section is based on archival research, a site assessment, meetings with MPC Committee 

and other interested individuals and groups. The archival research and site assessment were important in 

developing short and long-term goals for the interpretation, preservation, management and expansion of the 

MPC.  See Master Plan map on page X.   

  
4.1 Present Operations 
 

!  City of Mosier:  Continue to support the efforts of the MPC Committee in preserving the cemetery and 

continuing its use as a burial ground for cremains only.   
 

!  MPC Committee:  Continue an active involvement in the preservation, use, funding, and enhancement of the 

MPC.  Implement the recommendations of the Master Plan in coordination with the City, volunteer groups, 

organizations, and specialists.   
 

!  City Budget and Burial Fees:  Gradually increase the City’s budget for the maintenance of the cemetery, and 

periodically review burial fees as needed to reflect current market value.   
 

! Specialists:  Consult specialists as needed for specific projects such as surveying burial plots, interpretive 

signs, gravemarker restoration and repair, scatter garden design, native plant plan, and identifying unmarked 

graves.    
 

!  Volunteers:  Increase the volunteer base to help with special projects such as interpretation, research, 

documentation, and cleanup of the MPC.  

 
4.2 Functions and Uses 
 

Interments 
 

! Burials:  Restrict new cremain burials to designated areas that will not impact the historic gravemarkers or 

visually impact the cemetery landscape (Appendix G).   Regulate the design type of new gravemarker as 

specified in City ordinance pertaining to the MPC.    
 

! Cremains:  Cremains may be scattered within the MPC if permission is granted by the City and in 
accordance with adopted cemetery regulations and state law.    

 

! Scatter Garden:  Create a scatter garden with hardscape (memorial wall, e.g.) in the Pocket Park 

immediately outside the southeast corner of the cemetery.   Design the elements of the scatter garden to 

blend in with the surrounding natural landscape.      
 

! Regulations:  Establish MPC procedures, policies, and guidelines about the types, materials, and styles of 

new and replacement gravemarkers, fencing, or plot or block ground coverings, restoration, and plantings 
(Example in Appendix A).  Review these regulations as needed.   

 

Outdoor Museum, Classroom, Wildlife Habitat & Open Space 
 

! Respect Cemetery:  Remind visitors that the MPC is foremost a burial ground and sacred place that should 

be respected.  Discourage activities or events that may damage the cemetery objects, native landscape 

features, burials, and wildlife, or jeopardize the visitors to the cemetery.    
 

! Special Events:  Support and develop special events or programs (approved by the MPC Committee).  These 

events create opportunities to convey information, gather family histories, distribute fundraising material, 

and inform the public about preservation issues associated with the MPC. 
 

! School Involvement:  Continue to promote projects in and tours of the cemetery for local schools.  Provide 

MPC history that can be used by the Mosier Community School in conjunction with the course work in 

Oregon history (3rd and 4th grades).   Resources such as “Historic Cemeteries: Where Stones Talk” has 

lesson plans for projects in a cemetery involving history, geology, art, civics, and science.            
www.ci.medford.or.us/Files/Where%20Stones%20Talk%20Curriculum%20Draft.pdf 

 

! Upper Level Students.  Enlist the help of history, archaeology, and anthropology college students in 

developing and completing projects identified by the MPC.   
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! Tours: Develop guided interpretive and specialty tours highlighting the lives and deaths of people interred at 

the cemetery, historical development of the site, native plants and wildlife, geology, funerary practices, and 

issues affecting the MPC’s preservation.  Coordinate some of these events with established celebrations in 

the Gorge and the City of Mosier.  Research different types of activities used in other cemeteries to generate 

support and interest.  (Appendix I:  Arkansas’ “List of 100 Things to Do in a Cemetery”).  
 

! Celebrate Milestones: Plan and celebrate the 150th anniversary of the founding of the cemetery in 2015.       
 

! Genealogy: Continue to encourage the use of the MPC by genealogists and researchers who may add to and 

update the existing biographical information.  Request copies of research for the MPC archives and website.  
 

! Open Space:  Encourage the use of the MPC as a place to walk, investigate, and visit.  Recommend that 

dogs be kept on leashes and that dog owners pick up after their pets.  
 

! Wildlife Habitat:  Support the use of the cemetery for wildlife habitat.  Prior to removal of landscape 
features (snags, stumps e.g.), determine their value to wildlife.     

 

4.3 Additional Funding Sources 
 

! Grants: Research and apply for grants from local, state, and national foundations that may fund various 
types of projects associated with the cemetery.  Consider partnering with other entities like educational 

facilities, genealogical societies, and recreation or conservation organizations to apply for mutually 

beneficial projects.    
 

! State Cemetery Grant:  Apply for the Oregon Commission on Historic Cemeteries (OCHC) Historic 

Cemetery Grants (fall 2011) that provide financial assistance in the following general categories: Protection 

and Security, Restoration and Preservation, Education and Training, Research and Interpretation. 

<www.oregonheritage.org/OPRD/HCD/FINASST/grants.shtml#Historic_Cemetery_Grant_Prog_> 
 

! Fundraisers:  Develop fundraisers that are well organized, sustained, and targeted.  Define your audience.   
 

a. Develop a list of supporters of the MPC and relatives of those interred in the cemetery.   

b. Ask for specific amounts for special projects, and if appropriate, use graphics to illustrate project.  

 Consider accomplishing a large project in smaller stages.   

c. Expand your grass roots support.  Keep supporters informed.  

d. Use the Master Plan to show prospective donors the overall plan, goals, and project priorities. 

e. Research fundraising activities in other historic cemeteries such as events and tours.   
  

! Friend’s Membership:  Establish a non-profit Friends of the MPC group with annual membership fees as an 

additional source of revenue.   Investigate partnering with a local tax-deductible organization to be able to 

accept tax-deductible donations until federal non-profit status is approved.    
  

! Newsletter:  Develop a newsletter (hard copy or e-new letter) that will inform the public about the activities 

and projects at the MPC.  Coordinate a mailing with the City monthly mailings.  
 

! Fundraising Letter:  Send a fundraising letter periodically, asking for donations for specific projects.   
  

! Brochure:  Design a brochure that highlights the history, interments, and includes ways to donate to the 

MPC.   
  

! Endowments:  Encourage life estate endowments for the care of the MPC through the Gorge Community 
Foundation. 

  

! Website:  Use the existing MPC website to inform and solicit funds for various projects, donations, and 

endowments.   

 
4.4 Archival Record  

  

Repositories 
 

! Local Repositories:  Establish a master repository in the City office for all information pertaining to the 

MPC.  Include the 2011 Cemetery Master Plan, previous inventories and surveys, photographs, plans, deeds, 

and other pertinent documents.  Create duplicate records (digital format and hard copy) for the MPC 

Committee chair.   
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! Off-Site Archives: Donate MPC archives to the local and county historical society, libraries, and Oregon 

Historical Society in Portland.    

 

Additional Historic Research Needs 
Continue to add to the existing database of the MPC burials and site development.  Conduct additional research 

about the cemetery dedication, original layout, chain of ownership title, and biographical information.  Conduct 

additional research at:  
 

! Wasco County Clerk’s Office – Probate, Death Index Books, and Deeds:  Death index books (coroner’s 

reports) often have death date and place of burial, and probate records/wills often have property transfers 

and burial information.   Research Martha Mosier’s Estate No. 019 and that of Jefferson Mosier who died in 

1928, Will No. 1346.  Conduct a thorough title search of the cemetery land in the county records.  
 

! Obituaries: Obituaries and death notices in the local papers often give the burial location and additional 

genealogical information.   Locate and copy obituaries in The Dalles and Hood River newspapers for the 

known burials, and for people on the burial list that may be buried in the MPC.  
 

! City Records:  Research City Council and other miscellaneous city records that might have information 

about the cemetery.  Since the City has owned the property since 1929, there may be information about the 

MPC in City Council minutes pertaining to the acquisition, care, maintenance, and improvements to the 
MPC such as fencing.   

  

! Miscellaneous: Other miscellaneous records, family histories, oral interviews, and historic photographs.   

The archives at the Wasco County Historical Society, The Dalles Library, LDS Family History Centers, 

Wasco County Pioneer Society, the Columbia Gorge Genealogy Association, and the Oregon State Archives 

in Salem are additional sources of historic information.  Contact descendents of the people buried in the 

MPC for additional genealogical information and photographs of the interred or cemetery grounds.   

 

! Website:  Continue to add to the MPC website.  As information becomes available, add genealogical 

information, obituaries, biographies, census records, and photographs of people interred and gravemarkers.  
Link this information to other websites of local, regional, and/or national genealogical societies.     

 

4.5 Signage 
 

! Interpretive/Regulatory Signage:  Add an interpretive sign near the north end of the cemetery, highlighting 

the history, site development, people interred, cemetery regulations, and current information.  Use historic 

photographs and maps to illustrate the history.   Possibly co-locate with dog waste bag dispenser and bench.  
  

! Directional:  Investigate and install additional directional signage to the cemetery near the senior housing 

complex and possibly near the falls’ overlook. 

 

 4.6 Cemetery Plat 
 

! Plat Expansion:  Approve and file the 12’ strip expansion on the west side of the Cemetery that was 

approved by the City Council in 1998.  This area encompasses some of the existing graves.   Additionally, 

expand the cemetery boundary on the southwest corner to “square off” the parcel of land.     
 

! Plat Research:  Continue to research the location of original plat or burial maps for the MPC.  These maps 

are key in locating unmarked graves and understanding the original layout. 
  

! Additions to Survey Maps:  Add new burials or unmarked grave locations to the 2010 Survey Map.   Until 

an original plat or burial map is located, the 2010 map is the best record of the burial locations.  Make sure 

this information is recorded on maps at the City, with the MPC Committee, on the website, and with the 

local historical societies or libraries.   

 

4.7 Entrances 
 

! Entrances:  Retain the existing north-south trail to the MPC and Pocket Park.   Restrict vehicular access.   
  

! Trail Surface:  Maintain the existing surface of the entrance trail to the MPC.  Assess condition of the trail 

annually in the spring to determine re-surfacing needs.   
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4.8  Internal Paths 
 

! Circulation:  Determine circulation pattern for walking through the MPC that allows visitors to view 

cemetery objects and vistas without impacting the burials or the landscape.  Weed whip paths in early spring 

to encourage routes used by visitors.  Maintain throughout the summer.  
  

 

4.9 Site Amenities and Security 
 

! Site Amenities: Limit visitor amenities to benches, signage, and paths.  
 

! Perimeter Fencing and Gate:  Maintain the existing non-fenced open landscape around the MPC.  When 

historic evidence of site fencing and/or gate is found, consider re-establishing a perimeter fence/gate made 
of period appropriate material such as a double-looped woven wire fence.  

 

! Security:  Work with local law enforcement and volunteers to monitor the MPC. 
 

! Fire Protection:  Continue to work with the Mosier Fire Department at reducing fire hazards on site.     

 
4.10 Burial Enclosures or Cornerstones 
 

! Plot Enclosure and Corner Stones:  Maintain the existing woven wire fence around the Dunsmore plot and 

the basalt corner stones around the Prather monument.  

 

4.11 Gravemarkers  
 

! Inventory:  Complete an individual survey form for each cemetery object.  Assign a sequential number for 

each object and record on survey forms and the 2010 Survey Map.   
 

! Repair:  Have a qualified specialist conduct any repairs on the existing gravemarkers.  The work should be 

undertaken in a timely fashion to avoid further damage.   Photograph and document any repair work before 

and after treatment.  Add treatment report and photographs to 2010 Survey Map and survey records. 
 

! Monitoring: Assess the condition of the gravemarkers every year.  
 

! Family Members Requests: If the family member requests a replacement gravemarker, consult with MPC 

Committee, City, and specialist to assess whether the original gravemarker warrants replacement or could be 

preserved.  If the gravemarker warrants replacement, the original marker remains the property of the City 

and shall be stored in a safe repository or as part of a museum collection.  Guide the family in the selection 

of a compatible replacement gravemarker.   
 

! Rubbings:  Restrict gravemarker rubbings.  Excess pressure can damage the stone or cause breakage, 

especially on stones that are tilted, cracked, or fractured, or on softer gravemarkers such as marble. 
 

! New Gravemarker:  Design new gravemarkers so that the scale, material, color, height, and type are 

compatible with the historic gravemarkers and are visually subordinate to the historic markers as per City 

Ordinance pertaining to the MPC.   

 
4.12 Unmarked Burials: Archaeological Investigations 
 

! Strategic Plan: Develop an overall archaeological plan based on previous studies and investigations to locate 

unmarked graves.  The following are some concepts and investigations to consider in developing a plan:   
 

! Unmarked Graves:  Identify unmarked graves and new information to the 2010 Survey Map.  Methods of 

identifying possible unmarked graves include: 
   

a. Depressions on-site 

b. Historic photographs and aerials: Locate graves by conducting an in-depth analysis of historic 

photograph and/or aerials 

c. Probing and soil coring 

d.  Archaeological surveys and excavation   

e. Human remains detection dogs followed by archaeological investigations 
f. Ground penetrating radar (limited use in Bodie because of the vegetation) 

g. Near-surface geophysical techniques including magnetometry.   
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! Location Markers:  If new unmarked graves are located, install metal identification tags (rebar with metal id 

tags) just below present ground surface to mark locations.  These sites can then be located using metal 

detectors.   
 

! Numbering System:  Add previously identified unmarked burials or features to 2010 Survey Map using a 

continuation of the established numbering system.  

 
4.13 New Cremain Burials  
 

! Zones:  Adopt historic and new burial zones to define areas for cremain burials.  
 

! Plot Layout.   Design and survey cremain plots in new burial zones.   Add this to the 2010 Survey Map.  
 

! Gravemarkers:  Adopt guidelines through City Ordinance for design, type, material, and scale of new 

gravemarkers.    

 

4.14 Lot/Block Groundcovers  
 

! Compatible:  Retain native vegetation on and around graves.  
 

! Incompatible: Restrict the use of any types of plot/block covers (rocks, bark dust, white rocks, bricks, 

interlocking concrete pavers, and concrete slabs) besides natural groundcover 
 

! Monitoring: Assess the growth of native vegetation in and around graves and enclosures annually.  Work 

with a landscape specialist to develop a plan to trim or remove intrusive vegetation such as the vinca and 

poison oak from the graves.   

 
4.15 Landscape and Maintenance 
Landscapes are growing and changing entities. The following information provides general maintenance 

recommendations and guidelines.   The natural grass and wildflower landscape is a character-defining feature of 

the MPC and should be retained.  
 

! Buffer Zone:  Establish a buffer zone along the north boundary on the land leased by Cascade Housing 

Authority and along the east boundary to insure visually protect the historic character, and native rural 

landscape of the cemetery.  
 

! Maintenance:  Train maintenance workers or volunteers about working around MPC objects.  Gravemarkers 

and other cemetery objects are often fragile, and normal maintenance practices must be modified to fit the 

needs the historic objects.   
 

! Invasive Plants:  Refer to the specification for seasonal invasive plant removal and maintenance in the native 

plant site survey (Appendix F). 
 

! Chemicals: Restrict the use of herbicides.  The chemical compounds damage the cemetery objects.  
 

! Depressions:   Retain shallow grave depressions as a record of burials.  Fill deep depressions or sink holes 

that might create a hazard for cemetery users only after the holes have been added to the 2010 Survey Map 
and recorded as features.  Install metal identification tags (rebar with metal id tags) to locate filled 

depressions.    
  

! Vegetation:  Restrict planting new plants in the MPC unless specified as part of a landscape plan.  Do not 

remove vegetation unless under the supervision of City or specialist in consultation the MPC Committee.    
 

! Update Survey:  Photographically document the landscape features at a minimum of every five years.  

Photograph the landscape and cemetery objects from the same vantage points to record changes due to 
intrusive plants, weathering, pedestrian use, vandalism, or erosion.  

 

! Plant Inventory:  Complete the full-season native plant site survey started by Barbara Robinson and Susan 

Gabay in June 2010 (Appendix F).   Add to existing survey.  
 

! New Plantings:  Refer to the new plant list developed as part of the 2010 plant inventory prior to planting 

any new vegetation. (Appendix F).  Avoid formal landscape design. Preference is for a more random, natural 
landscape design.   
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4.16 Master Plan Map 
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5.0 PRIORITY LIST 
This list is organized by task and the type of personnel needed to complete the project.   Some of these tasks can 

be accomplished by volunteer labor with little expenditure and expertise, and other projects will require more 

funding and qualified specialists..  

  

Personnel        
 

A Archaeologist 

C City Clerk:  Coordinate with MPC Committee 

CC MPC Committee  

M City Maintenance: Coordinate with MPC Committee 

S Qualified Specialist 

V Volunteers: Supervised by MPC Committee  
 

 

Priority A:  Projects & Tasks 
 

 

Personnel 

 

Adopt a separate MPC ordinance that outlines procedures, policies, and guidelines for the 

pioneer cemetery  

 

Adopt Mosier Pioneer Cemetery Master Plan 
 

Approve lot line adjustment to the west property line as specified in Master Plan 

 

Designate a city contact person that will initially respond to all cemetery related inquiries 

 

Obtain any state license required for operating an active cemetery 

 

Design and survey new Cremation Burial Zone Plots 

 

Notify stakeholders of new ordinance and master plan 

e.g. City Clerk regarding purchase and interment process 

e.g. Fire Chief regarding landscape maintenance and fire suppression 
 

Repair gravemarkers that were not repaired during the Spring 2010 workshop   

 

 

CC & Council 

 
CC & Council 

 
CC & Council 

 

CC & Council 

 
C 

 

CC, C & S 

 

CC & C 

 

 

 

S, CC 

 
 

Priority B: Projects & Tasks 
 

Personnel 

 

Locate or develop a repository for cemetery archival material.  Gather previous written 

cemetery reports, studies, surveys, genealogical information, deeds, and etc. and store in 

one location at the City. Make one full copy for the MPC Committee.  Donate portions of 

the archives other libraries and museums   
 

Create and adopt North Buffer Zone to protect the view shed of the historic cemetery 
 

Create and adopt East Buffer Zone protect the view shed of the historic cemetery 
 

Design and fundraise for Scatter Garden/Memorial Plaques  
 

Identify unmarked graves using methods outlined in the Plan.  Add to 2010 Survey Map   
 

Investigate grants for different projects  

 

Establish a Friends’ of the MPC, non-profit organization.  Investigate establishing a tax-

deductible friends’ group or partner with other local non-profits as an umbrella 

organization that can accept tax-deductible donations 
 

 

CC, V 
 

 
 

 

CC & Council  

 
CC & Council  
 

CC, V, S 
 

S, CC 
 

V 

 

CC, V 
 
 

 



Section 5: Priority List 
 

Mosier Pioneer Cemetery Master Plan, March 2011  19 

Priority B: Projects & Tasks  (Continued) 

 

Design and install interpretive signage 

 

Develop interpretive material including a brochure 

 
Develop and hold a special events in the cemetery 

 

Develop and implement a landscape/planting plan 

 

Add to the existing MPC web page as new information is found  

 

 

 

CC, V, S 

 

CC, V, S 

 

CC, V 

 

CC, S 

 

CC 

 

Priority C: Projects & Tasks 
  

  

Personnel 

  

Continue to develop, foster, and fund joint projects and partners with organizations or groups  

 

Continue to conduct historic research on burials, cemetery plat or burial maps, and other 

pertinent historic information  

 

Develop interpretive material and tours of cemetery  
 

Weed whip areas around gravemarkers and establish paths through MPC  

 

Assess stability and condition of gravemarkers on the yearly basis  

 

Remove invasive vegetation around gravemarkers and within cemetery grounds  

 

 

CC, V 

 

CC, V 

 
CC, V 

 
CC, V, M 

 
CC, V 

 
CC, V, M 

 
 

Annually and On-Going Projects 
 

 

Personnel 

  

Continue to develop, foster, and fund joint projects and partners with organizations or groups  

 

Continue to conduct historic research on burials, cemetery plat or burial maps, and other 

pertinent historic information  
 

Develop interpretive material and tours of cemetery  

 

Weed whip areas around gravemarkers and establish paths through MPC  

 

Assess stability and condition of gravemarkers on the yearly basis  

 

Remove invasive vegetation around gravemarkers and within cemetery grounds  

 

 

CC, V 

 

CC, V 

 
CC, V 

 
CC, V, M 

 
CC, V 

 
CC, V, M 
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